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The Resource Management Law Association of New 
Zealand Inc. is a national multi-disciplinary organisation 
with over 1100 members, providing information, 
services, seminars and other opportunities for members 
who are involved in private practice, industry and all 
levels of government.

Membership of the RMLA is relevant to lawyers, 
planners, environmental scientists and managers, 
engineers and architects, valuers and surveyors, business 
people, government and local authority officers, and 
anyone else with an interest in the area.

The object of the Association is to promote within 
New Zealand an understanding of resource management 
law and its implementation and multi-disciplinary 
framework; excellence in resource management policy 
and practice; resource management processes which are 
legally sound, effective and efficient and which produce 
high quality environmental outcomes.

The Association holds regular seminars on items 
of topical interest, an annual conference, and other 
events on a regular basis around the country. Most 
of these seminars and other events are organised by 
Regional Committees which have been established in 
Auckland, Northland, Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Hawke’s 
Bay, Taranaki, Wellington, Nelson/Marlborough, 
Canterbury, Queenstown/Central Otago and Otago/
Southland.

Resource Management Journal, the Association’s 
journal, is published three times a year and circulated 
electronically to all Association members. It provides 
up to date information on resource management issues, 
and is designed to keep our members advised of current 
law and practice on all aspects of resource management 
matters. It provides members with a public forum for 
their views, as articles are written largely by Association 
members who are experts in their particular field. 
Our bi-monthly Resource Management Newsletter 
is electronically forwarded to members and contains 
such information as President’s notes, Members’ news, 
Association news, forthcoming events, etc. Resource 
Management Theory & Practice is published annually by 
RMLA and is available to Association members at a cost 
of $39.95 per year in addition to the annual membership 

subscription. The aim of the new journal is to provide 
a vehicle for in-depth analysis of resource management 
issues relevant to the New Zealand scene. 

The Resource Management Directory of Professional 
Services will enable members to promote their businesses 
effectively in an annual Directory of Professional Services 
currently on offer from our members. All professional 
disciplines will be covered including: acoustic 
consultants, environmental engineers, independent 
hearing commissioners, landscape architects, lawyers, 
planners, urban designers, and more. Announcements 
from local authorities and government departments 
advising contact details for key staff are also welcomed.

The Directory is published in A4 format in November/
December each year. For pre-press specifications and 
costs, please see the inside back cover of this Directory.

If you are active in any area of resource management 
you should belong to the RMLA. Annual subscription 
is only $155.00 (student membership rate $77.00) from  
1 October to 30 September in each year.

For further information, contact the  
Association’s Executive Officer,

Karol Helmink, phone (09) 626-6068
email: karol.helmink@rmla.org.nz

Introduction
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AKL WGTN  (09) 309 9442
43 Sale Street
Freemans Bay,
Auckland 1010

(04) 499 9832
Level 3
45 Courtenay Place, 
Wellington 6011

LONG BAY APARTMENTS
Plaza Properties Ltd

The process of making architecture excites and stimulates at many levels and nowhere is this embraced 
more than within our design studio. The unique talents of the Isthmus team bring a naturally enquiring 

approach to design that strives for innovation and creativity. Our approach to architecture integrates 
the full studio expertise of landscape architecture, structures and urban design to ensure outcomes that 

continually set new benchmarks for the whole of the projects. Our masterplanning work has naturally 
extended into architecture in a way that we offer the full spectrum of architectural services from concept 

design to construction documentation and site observation. 

We take pride in the fact that we take projects from the initial stages of structure planning and 
masterplanning, through complex design and RMA consenting stages to detailed design and 

implementation. Our expert understanding of the land development process enables us to ‘hold the 
vision’ and deliver innovative design-led solutions on the ground. 
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Keeping you up to date on 
current law and practice 

on all aspects of resource 
management matters

JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.November 2013 RMJ

A Call for Regional Leadership: Why regional policy statements must 
enable social, cultural and economic wellbeing

 � Bal Matheson, Partner, Russell McVeagh

Introduction

“Praise the return of the National Development Act” 
trumpets one commentator; “lament the demise of the 
Environmental Protection Act” bemoans another. The 
proposed amendments to sections 6 and 7 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (RMA or the Act) have again brought 
into focus the raison d’être of the RMA. The purpose of the 
RMA is sustainable management and this concept, at its core, 

comprises elements of both social, cultural and economic 
development and environmental protection. It is about 
promoting positive effects, as much as it is about avoiding, 
remedying or mitigating, adverse effects; it is as much about 
enabling social, cultural and economic wellbeing, as it is 
about environmental bottom lines and conservation. Lying 
within this irreconcilable tension is what makes the RMA an 
accepted framework within which today’s society can debate 
how our natural and physical resources are to be used.

Inside
7 Editorial
9 Valuation of Natural Assets — What the Courts Have Said 

So Far
17 Eroding the founding principles of the Resource 

Management Act 1991
23 RMA Redress in Recent Treaty of Waitangi Settlements

28 A stewardship approach to hydraulic fracturing 
wastewater disposal in New Zealand

32 Book Review
34 RMLA Exec comments on RMA Reform Proposals
35 Case Notes

www.rmla.org.nz � NZ $90.00 (Non-Member price)

JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.April 2014 RMJ

Non-notified exploratory drilling in the EEZ: Shutting out the public or 
a reasonable response?

 � Catherine Somerville, Partner, Kylie Paine, Solicitor, Chapman Tripp

Introduction

Exploratory drilling for petroleum in New Zealand’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (the EEZ) or Continental Shelf 
is now classified as a non-notified discretionary activity 
under the new Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental 
Shelf (Environmental Effects—Non-notified Activities) 
Regulations 2014 (the Regulations), which came into force on 
28 February 2014.

The Government’s announcement of this received 
immediate criticism from environmental protection groups 
for shutting the public out of the marine consenting process. 
This article takes a step back, looking at the notification 
regime under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), 
with a comparison and assessment against the provisions 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf 
(Environmental Effects) Act 2012 (the EEZ Act) and the 
associated regulations.

Inside
6 Editorial
7 The world’s most liveable city: How are we tracking?
12 Local Government Act 2002 Amendment Bill (No 3): 

Development contributions and private developer 
agreements

17 Resource consent: Property in all but name
21 The tale of a river: Protecting the Nevis

26 Lessons in lapsing
27 The Evolution of management plans
29 Oil and gas in the Exclusive Economic Zone
31 The Selwyn Waihora catchment: A triumph for 

collaborative management?
35 Recent cases

www.rmla.org.nz � Resource Management Journal
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Catherine Somerville, Partner, Kylie Paine, Solicitor, Chapman Tripp

Introduction

Exploratory drilling for petroleum in New Zealand’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (the EEZ) or Continental Shelf 
is now classified as a non-notified discretionary activity 
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Shelf (Environmental Effects—Non-notified Activities) 
Regulations 2014 (the Regulations), which came into force on 
28 February 2014.

The Government’s announcement of this received 
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This article takes a step back, looking at the notification 
regime under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), 
with a comparison and assessment against the provisions 
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InsideInside
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JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.August 2014 RMJ

Unknown Waters — Disasters and Resource Management in 
New Zealand

 � Helen Atkins, Partner, and Phoebe Mason, Law Clerk, Atkins Holm Majurey

Introduction

Recently, two major events have thrown the RMA into 
unknown waters. The owners of the MV Rena, which was 
wrecked on Ōtāiti, the Astrolabe Reef, on 5 October 2011, have 
applied for resource consent to abandon the wreck where 
it lies, and to authorise any future discharge which may 
issue from the wreck. And the Canterbury earthquakes in 
February 2011 were met with location-specific legislation in 

(what is now) the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Act 2011 
(the CER Act), which set up a resource management system 
to effectively replace the Resource Management Act 1991 (the 
RMA) during the rebuild.

The Rena resource consent application raises difficult 
questions around the application of a forward-looking and 
predictive system, like the RMA, for managing the ongoing 
effects of an event which has already occurred. The enactment 

Inside
6 Editorial
7 Time for a More Eco-centric Approach to Resource 

Management in New Zealand
16 Regulation of Genetically Modified Organisms under the 

Resource Management Act 1991
21 Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
25 Legal Highs — a Local Government Quandary

27 Simplifying and Streamlining in the Information Age — 
are we Focusing on the Right Things?

31 One Giant Step — Three Problems with One-step 
Decision-making

36 The Auckland Unitary Plan — an Update on Procedure
39 Recent cases

www.rmla.org.nz � Resource Management Journal

Resource 
Management 
law experts

(03)  379 9940 
www.cavell.co.nz

Aidan Prebble 
Partner - Resource 
Management
DDI: +64 3 339 5639
Mobile: +64 27 299 9976
Email:  
aidan.prebble@cavell.co.nz

Andrew Schulte 
Senior Associate - Resource 
Management
DDI: +64 3 339 5640
Email:  
andrew.schulte@cavell.co.nz

ResultsKnowledge Application

RMLA Conference 2015
Mātauranga Māori

24–26 September 2015
ASB Arena, Tauranga
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Clients choose Cooney Lees Morgan not simply for the quality  
of advice we provide but because of how we work.

A no nonsense, down-to-earth approach from people you feel 
comfortable doing business with.

Cooney Lees Morgan:  
P 07 578 2099 
www.clmlaw.co.nz

CLM/RMD/17.09.2013

Outcomes
Working with you to achieve pragmatic, 
cost-effective results

Sharron Wooler
Associate

Rachael Zame
Associate

Rachel Boyte
Solicitor

Mary Hill 
Associate

Paul Cooney
Partner

Keith Catran 
Consultant

Adam Hopkinson
Partner
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Introducing your RMA specialists 
(from the top): Vanessa Hamm, Lara Burkhardt, 
Nick Swallow, Te Rangimarie Williams, 
Bridget Bailey and Alex Godinet

Our Environment & Resource 
Management Team is headed by 
two partners – Vanessa Hamm 
and Lara Burkhardt – with a 
total of six lawyers dedicated to 
resource management matters. 
We have the depth and breadth 
to deliver a responsive and 
professional service.   

The Environment & Resource 
Management Team at Holland Beckett 
has broad experience nationwide 
with our clients being predominantly 
resource consent applicants or 
consent holders. We have a high 
emphasis on infrastructural projects 
and have extensive experience in 
the areas of electricity generation, 
geothermal, irrigation, port, and 
hazard mitigation. As a provincial 
firm in a growing city we also know 
urban and rural development.

W
A
V
E
2
17
10

Exporting
solutions from
the Bay 

Whakatane
97 The Strand
T 07 308 8325

Opotiki
125 St John Street

T 07 315 6058

Tauranga
525 Cameron Road

T 07 578 2199

Rotorua
1108 Pukaki Street

T 07 349 4400

Private Bag 12011, Tauranga 3143
T 07 578 2199    F 07 578 8055

www.hobec.co.nz
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Environmental Law
When delivering projects, early identification of issues and attention to detail saves time and money. Our experience 

and network can help you achieve your goals efficiently and on time, while managing risk. We pride ourselves on clear 

communication and practical solutions which will keep your project moving.

Daniel Clay 
Partner  
T    +64 9 353 9921 
M   021 470 181 
E     daniel.clay@minterellison.co.nz

Rachel Devine 
Partner  
T    +64 9 353 9912 
M   021 521 299 
E     rachel.devine@minterellison.co.nz

minterellison.co.nz

It’s about bright ideas and efficiency
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AUCKLAND

VERO CENTRE  48 SHORTL AND STREET

PO BOX 8  AUCKL AND  NEW ZE AL AND  DX C X10085

TELEPHONE  64 9 367 8000  FA X  64 9 367 8163

WELLINGTON

VODAFONE ON THE QUAY  157 L A MBTON QUAY

PO BOX 10 -214  WELL INGTON  NEW ZE AL AND DX SX11 189 

TELEPHONE  64 4 499 9555  FA X 64 4 499 9556

www.russellmcveagh.com

Environment

Planning

Natural Resources
Russell McVeagh has New Zealand’s longest 

established and most experienced environment, 
planning and natural resources practice.

The team has tremendous depth and a wide 
range of experience in all areas of resource 

management, environmental and local 
government law.

Right across New Zealand.
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AUCKLAND: Level 27, Lumley Centre, 88 Shortland Street. T +64 9 358 2222
WELLINGTON: Level 24, HSBC Tower, 195 Lambton Quay. T +64 4 499 4599
CHRISTCHURCH: Level 11, HSBC Tower, 62 Worcester Boulevard. T +64 3 365 9914

ACROSS NEW ZEALAND we provide our 
clients with comprehensive advice.  We  
help manage environmental risks and 
responsibilities.  We deliver the right  
results for our clients everytime.

Duncan Laing – Partner, Wellington  
Resource Management & Environment 

DDI: +64 4 924 3406
MOBILE: +64 21 434 713
Email: duncan.laing@simpsongrierson.com

Bill Loutit – Partner, Auckland  
Resource Management & Environment 

DDI: +64 9 977 5092
MOBILE: +64 21 839 422 
Email: bill.loutit@simpsongrierson.com

CONTACTS

Gerald Lanning – Partner, Auckland  
Resources and Infrastructure

DDI: +64 9 977 5406
MOBILE: +64 21 660 466 
Email: gerald.lanning@simpsongrierson.com

Heather Ash – Partner, Auckland  
Resources and Infrastructure

DDI: +64 9 977 5124
MOBILE: +64 29 215 4197 
Email: heather.ash@simpsongrierson.com

James Winchester – Partner, Wellington  
Resource Management & Environment

DDI: +64 4 924 3503
MOBILE: +64 21 303 700
Email: james.winchester@simpsongrierson.com

Padraig McNamara – Partner, Auckland  
Resource Management & Environment

DDI: +64 9 977 5095
MOBILE: +64 21 924 350
Email: padraig.mcnamara@simpsongrierson.com

Jonathan Salter – Partner, Wellington  
Resources and Infrastructure

DDI: +64 4 924 3419
MOBILE: +64 21 480 955 
Email: jonathan.salter@simpsongrierson.com
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Successful business and resource 
management law are not mutually exclusive, 
it’s simply a case of having the experience to 
know how to work with it.

The diversity of our clients refl ects the far-
reaching relevance of resource management 
law in New Zealand. Tavendale and Partners 
are widely recognised for the depth and 
breadth of expertise in all aspects of 
resource management law and our ability 
to assist our clients in navigating the 
intricacies of natural resource law, including 
the Resource Management Act, Conservation 
Act, Reserves Act, and Crown Minerals Act.

Our focus is on interpreting your imperatives 
and helping you achieve them.

you+ 
us

www.tp.co.nz

Alanya Limmer
alanya.limmer@tp.co.nz
021 221 7725

David Caldwell
david.caldwell@tp.co.nz
021 221 4113 Ba
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T: +64 6 769 8080 | F: +64 6 757 9852 | 0800 733 837
136-138 Powderham St | New Plymouth 4310 | New Zealand 
www.rmy.co.nz

Scott Grieve – Partner
B.A. LL.B COP, Environmental Law
sgrieve@rmy.co.nz 

Our specialist Resource Management and Environmental Law team 
is headed by Scott Grieve. Along with Charles Wilkinson, the team 
has a wide range of expertise and experience. Resource Management 
Act legislation has had far-reaching effects for many people and 
we look forward to providing you with advice on any Resource 
Management / Environmental Law matters including local 
Government and Public Law issues.
Scott and Charles are both strong advocates having represented 
clients in various forums such as District and Regional Council 
hearings, before national committees and in the Environment 
Court and High Court.

Charles Wilkinson – Partner
LL.B 
cwilkinson@rmy.co.nz

Great Service, Great People, 
Great Results

Resource Management & Environmental Law
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services:
• area analysis
• assessment of environmental effects
• consent applications
• conservation planning
• design and documentation
• education
• expert witness
• heritage area guidelines
• heritage assessment
• measured survey
• multidisciplinary collaborator
• resiliance
• seismic upgrading
• site, context and streetscape analysis

archifact

architecture & conservation

  limited
conservation architecture specialists

Our team brings a broad range of 
qualifications, skills and experience from 
New Zealand and around the world.  We 
work with private, public, and institutional 
clients on heritage conservation, adaptive 
re-use and appropriate development.  We 
apply our skills to projects ranging from 
the humble to the complex to find 
meaningful and practical futures for 
historic places.

archifact - architecture & conservation ltd.
64 khyber pass rd, grafton, auckland 1023     
p.o. box 8334, symonds st, auckland 1150
www.archifact.co.nz

expertise:
• adaptive re-use
• architecture
• built heritage assessment, planning and  
  management
• international experience encompassing projects                              
  from antarctica to samoa to the uk
• international qualifications in conservation studies 
  unavailable in new zealand
• nzia accredited practice
• policy development
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Planning, design and environmental consultants
Successful outcomes are shaped by in-depth knowledge and proven experience. We bringing 
together multi-disciplinary teams to help our clients enhance the value and sustainability of our 
natural, built and social environment. 

For more information on how Boffa Miskell  
can help you and your clients, please contact:

Auckland Level 3, IBM Centre
82 Wyndham Street
Auckland 1010
PH: 09 358 2526

Tauranga Level 2, 116 on Cameron
cnr Cameron Road &
Wharf Street
Tauranga 3110
PH: 07 571 5511

Wellington Level 4, 1 Post Office Square
Wellington 6142
PH: 04 385 9315

Christchurch Ground Floor, 4 Hazeldean Road
Christchurch 8024
PH: 03 366 8891
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6 offices across New Zealand
+64 9 486 8068
solutions@golder.com
www.golder.com

After 25 years Golder Associates’ specialists continue to work closely with our clients to add 
value through delivering cost-effective and sustainable resource management solutions.  
Our experience, knowledge and expertise add value and offer clients peace of mind,  
through delivering a range of services, including:

NEED SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS?
JUST ASK GOLDER.

�	 Resource management planning
�	 Sustainable and resilient city design
�	 Acoustics
�	 Air quality
�	 Contaminated land
�	 Geotechnical engineering
�	 Engineering geology
�	 Freshwater ecology and fisheries
�	 Geochemistry
�	 Geophysics

�	 Hydrogeology and hydrology
�	 Marine ecology
�	 Mine planning (mine engineering)
�	 Ore evaluation services
�	 Terrestrial ecology
�	 Wastewater treatment
�	 Water quality and management
�	 Urban stormwater 

 and catchment management.
Engineering Earth’s Development, Preserving Earth’s Integrity.

www.rmla.org.nz 21
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The Resource Management Law Association 
is a proud supporter of the

Quality Planning Website:   
www.qualityplanning.org.nz
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Heike  Lutz
Dipl Ing Arch.MArch 

A

BCon Ltd

Building Conservation
Past   Present   Future

Building Conservation Consultants Ltd
PO Box 65 156
Mairangi Bay
Auckland 0754

P:09-948 5555
M:021-666 947
www.bcon.co.nz

E:office@bcon.co.nz

Building Conservation   Mediation   Independent Commissioner

Keeping you up to date on 
current law and practice 

on all aspects of resource 
management matters

JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.November 2013 RMJ

A Call for Regional Leadership: Why regional policy statements must 
enable social, cultural and economic wellbeing

 � Bal Matheson, Partner, Russell McVeagh

Introduction

“Praise the return of the National Development Act” 
trumpets one commentator; “lament the demise of the 
Environmental Protection Act” bemoans another. The 
proposed amendments to sections 6 and 7 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (RMA or the Act) have again brought 
into focus the raison d’être of the RMA. The purpose of the 
RMA is sustainable management and this concept, at its core, 

comprises elements of both social, cultural and economic 
development and environmental protection. It is about 
promoting positive effects, as much as it is about avoiding, 
remedying or mitigating, adverse effects; it is as much about 
enabling social, cultural and economic wellbeing, as it is 
about environmental bottom lines and conservation. Lying 
within this irreconcilable tension is what makes the RMA an 
accepted framework within which today’s society can debate 
how our natural and physical resources are to be used.

Inside
7 Editorial
9 Valuation of Natural Assets — What the Courts Have Said 

So Far
17 Eroding the founding principles of the Resource 

Management Act 1991
23 RMA Redress in Recent Treaty of Waitangi Settlements

28 A stewardship approach to hydraulic fracturing 
wastewater disposal in New Zealand

32 Book Review
34 RMLA Exec comments on RMA Reform Proposals
35 Case Notes

www.rmla.org.nz � NZ $90.00 (Non-Member price)

JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.April 2014 RMJ

Non-notified exploratory drilling in the EEZ: Shutting out the public or 
a reasonable response?

 � Catherine Somerville, Partner, Kylie Paine, Solicitor, Chapman Tripp

Introduction

Exploratory drilling for petroleum in New Zealand’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (the EEZ) or Continental Shelf 
is now classified as a non-notified discretionary activity 
under the new Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental 
Shelf (Environmental Effects—Non-notified Activities) 
Regulations 2014 (the Regulations), which came into force on 
28 February 2014.

The Government’s announcement of this received 
immediate criticism from environmental protection groups 
for shutting the public out of the marine consenting process. 
This article takes a step back, looking at the notification 
regime under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), 
with a comparison and assessment against the provisions 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf 
(Environmental Effects) Act 2012 (the EEZ Act) and the 
associated regulations.

Inside
6 Editorial
7 The world’s most liveable city: How are we tracking?
12 Local Government Act 2002 Amendment Bill (No 3): 

Development contributions and private developer 
agreements

17 Resource consent: Property in all but name
21 The tale of a river: Protecting the Nevis

26 Lessons in lapsing
27 The Evolution of management plans
29 Oil and gas in the Exclusive Economic Zone
31 The Selwyn Waihora catchment: A triumph for 

collaborative management?
35 Recent cases

www.rmla.org.nz � Resource Management Journal

Keeping you up to date on 

Non-notified exploratory drilling in the EEZ: Shutting out the public or 
a reasonable response?

Catherine Somerville, Partner, Kylie Paine, Solicitor, Chapman Tripp

Introduction

Exploratory drilling for petroleum in New Zealand’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (the EEZ) or Continental Shelf 
is now classified as a non-notified discretionary activity 
under the new Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental 
Shelf (Environmental Effects—Non-notified Activities) 
Regulations 2014 (the Regulations), which came into force on 
28 February 2014.

The Government’s announcement of this received 
immediate criticism from environmental protection groups 
for shutting the public out of the marine consenting process. 
This article takes a step back, looking at the notification 
regime under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), 
with a comparison and assessment against the provisions 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf 
(Environmental Effects) Act 2012 (the EEZ Act) and the 
associated regulations.

InsideInside
Editorial
The world’s most liveable city: How are we tracking?
Local Government Act 2002 Amendment Bill (No 3): 
Development contributions and private developer 
agreements
Resource consent: Property in all but name
The tale of a river: Protecting the Nevis

26 Lessons in lapsing
27 The Evolution of management plans
29 Oil and gas in the Exclusive Economic Zone
31 The Selwyn Waihora catchment: A triumph for 

collaborative management?
35 Recent cases
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JournalResource Management

Official Journal of the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.August 2014 RMJ

Unknown Waters — Disasters and Resource Management in 
New Zealand

 � Helen Atkins, Partner, and Phoebe Mason, Law Clerk, Atkins Holm Majurey

Introduction

Recently, two major events have thrown the RMA into 
unknown waters. The owners of the MV Rena, which was 
wrecked on Ōtāiti, the Astrolabe Reef, on 5 October 2011, have 
applied for resource consent to abandon the wreck where 
it lies, and to authorise any future discharge which may 
issue from the wreck. And the Canterbury earthquakes in 
February 2011 were met with location-specific legislation in 

(what is now) the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Act 2011 
(the CER Act), which set up a resource management system 
to effectively replace the Resource Management Act 1991 (the 
RMA) during the rebuild.

The Rena resource consent application raises difficult 
questions around the application of a forward-looking and 
predictive system, like the RMA, for managing the ongoing 
effects of an event which has already occurred. The enactment 

Inside
6 Editorial
7 Time for a More Eco-centric Approach to Resource 

Management in New Zealand
16 Regulation of Genetically Modified Organisms under the 

Resource Management Act 1991
21 Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
25 Legal Highs — a Local Government Quandary

27 Simplifying and Streamlining in the Information Age — 
are we Focusing on the Right Things?

31 One Giant Step — Three Problems with One-step 
Decision-making

36 The Auckland Unitary Plan — an Update on Procedure
39 Recent cases

www.rmla.org.nz � Resource Management Journal

RMLA Conference 2015
Mātauranga Māori

24–26 September 2015
ASB Arena, Tauranga
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M.E is one of New Zealand’s leading independent consultancies.  

M.E specialises in understanding the interactions between economies, economic activity, 

socio-demographic patterns and spatial land use. Our sophisticated spatial and economic 

modelling capabilities provide independent evaluations and specific answers for our clients 

in relation to policy and planning issues and infrastructure funding and investment. We offer 

complete consulting services from project feasibility and strategic advice to resource consent 

reporting and expert evidence.

WE spEcialisE iN:

• Economic impact assessment

• Cost benefit analysis

• Retail demand and supply 

• Assessment of effects

• Demographic analysis

• Growth strategies

• Urban form issues

• Funding and financial policies

• Location strategy

• Sector specific studies

Greg Akehurst
Director

Derek Foy
Consultant

Douglas Fairgray
Director

Natalie Hampson
Consultant

www.me.co.nz

market economics
environment • spatial

get infor      d

Our rEsOurcE MaNagEMENt spEcialists:
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Water resources  
analysts
Specialists in:
 Preparation & presentation of  

hydrology impact evidence for 
Local Government and Environment 
Court Hearings.

 Hydrology impact & water  
resources assessments.

 Hydrology analysis for resource consents.

Wide experience working in water  
resources and preparing reports on  
water resource matters. 

David Stewart, consultant hydrologist
ph 03 473 9141 | mobile 027 447 9311  

e-mail info@raineffects.co.nz

www.raineffects.co.nz

w w w. i s t h m u s . c o . n z
AKL

WGTN  

(09) 309 9442

(04) 499 9832

L A N D S C A P E
U R B A N  D E S I G N

Independent Hearing Commissioners

GAVIN LISTER BRAD COOMBS
027 435 7844
Masters Urban Design (Sydney) 2007
PG Dip. Landscape Architecture,
Lincoln University, 1988
Bachelor of Arts (Auckland) 1986

027 461 4460
B. Landscape Architecture (Hons), 
Lincoln University. 1997
B. Hort, Massey University. 1995

RMLA Conference 2015
Mātauranga Māori

24–26 September 2015
ASB Arena, Tauranga

Your Ad Here

Eighth Page
$100 (+ GST)

Phone (09) 626 6068
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AKL WGTN  (09) 309 9442
43 Sale Street
Freemans Bay,
Auckland 1010

(04) 499 9832
Level 3
45 Courtenay Place, 
Wellington 6011

RUATANIWHA WATER STORAGE SCHEME
Hawkes Bay Regional Investment Company

Our Design Planning team focuses on the early stages of a project, providing specialist skills that ensure 
a design led approach from start-up through to implementation and ongoing management. Our work 
typically spans the stages of option and feasibility study, scoping and scheme assessment, comprehensive 
development and management plans, designations, resource consenting and plan change(s), as well 
as regional and district plan review processes. At each stage our team is committed to an integrated 
approach; ensuring benefits are built into the project and RMA ‘pitfalls’ are excluded from the outset.
Our portfolio includes award winning private and public policy projects, across urban and rural 
environments from large to small scale. We have led the landscape and urban design workstream on 
some of New Zealand’s most complex infrastructure projects and have extensive experience in housing 
and commercial development as well as district wide assessments and regional and district policy 
development. Expert witness roles for Council, Environment Court and Board of Inquiry are supported by 
our specialist mapping and visualisation team. Our commitment to ongoing research and benchmarking 
for best practice is well regarded by our clients and the profession, as is evidenced by our appointment to 
government agencies to develop national assessment guidelines, metropolitan urban design panels and 
commissioner roles for council hearings.

L A N D S C A P E U R B A N  D E S I G N A R C H I T E C T U R E

www.rmla.org.nz 25
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Planning, design and  
environmental consultants
Preparation can make all the difference when planning the 
consenting process or changes in policy.  We bringing together 
multi-disciplinary teams to help our clients enhance the value and 
sustainability of our natural, built and social environment. 

For more information on how Boffa Miskell can help you and your clients, please contact:

Auckland Peter Hall                  +64 93588640 Peter.Hall@boffamiskell.co.nz

Tauranga Craig Batchelar            +64 75715621  Craig.Batchelar@boffamiskell.co.nz

Wellington Robert Schofield            +64 43855792 Robert.Schofield@boffamiskell.co.nz

Christchurch Ken Gimblett                 +64 33644206 Ken.Gimblett@boffamiskell.co.nz

NZILA (Registered)

Landscape & natural character assessment
Landscape perception studies & aesthetic appraisal

Expert witness services, peer reviews

PO Box 203, Arrowtown 9351, New Zealand
T: +64 3 409 8477  M: +64 27 635 7429  E: info@drmichaelsteven.co.nz

w w w . d r m i c h a e l s t e v e n . c o . n z

Michael Campbell  021 278 9018
BREP (hons) MNZPI
michael@campbellbrown.co.nz

Philip Brown 021 845 327
BTP MNZPI
philip@campbellbrown.co.nz

Campbell Brown Planning Limited
2 Fitzroy Street, Ponsonby | PO Box 147001, Ponsonby, Auckland 1144
Ph 09 378 4936  | www.campbellbrown.co.nz
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Planning, design and  
environmental consultants
Effective urban and landscape design needs to reflect a 
thorough understanding of the landscape, context and statutory 
frameworks.  We bringing together multi-disciplinary teams 
to help our clients enhance the value and sustainability of our 
natural, built and social environment. 

For more information on how Boffa Miskell can help you and your clients, please contact:

Auckland Rachel de Lambert                 +64 9 358 8640 rachel.delambert@boffamiskell.co.nz

Tauranga Morne Hugo            +64 7 571 5621 morne.hugo@boffamiskell.co.nz

Wellington Marc Tomes            +64 43855792 marc.tomes@boffamiskell.co.nz

Christchurch Nik Kneale                 +64 33644206 nik.kneale@boffamiskell.co.nz
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creating 
remarkable 
journeys
TDG combines leading edge technology, an extensive 

knowledge of travel behaviour, and highly experienced 

professionals to deliver intelligent, innovative solutions. 

 Detailed investigation, design and application of all aspects 

of traffic engineering.

 Strategic research, analysis and modelling in all aspects  

of transportation planning and policy development.

Discover how our solutions will make your journeys  

remarkable, for today and tomorrow.

www.tdg.co.nz
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AKL WGTN  (09) 309 9442
43 Sale Street
Freemans Bay,
Auckland 1010

(04) 499 9832
Level 3
45 Courtenay Place, 
Wellington 6011

ALBANY HIGHWAY
Auckland Transport

L A N D S C A P E U R B A N  D E S I G N A R C H I T E C T U R E

At Isthmus, we approach Urban Design comprehensively and consider, at all scales, factors such as urban 
context, grain and character, vehicle and pedestrian accessibility, legibility and safety, commercial and 
economic vitality, social and cultural identity and environmental restoration.
Urban Design is an integrating, collaborative field in which we bring our skills in Architecture, Landscape 
Architecture and RMA Planning together to offer holistic design solutions for project(s) of all scales and 
types. As design team leaders this ‘big picture’, integrated approach to the design and planning process 
enables us to develop a shared vision with clients and to work closely with a wider consultant base to lead 
projects through the design, development and consenting process.
Isthmus is unique in the breadth and depth to which we deliver projects; we take pride in the fact that we 
take projects through from the initial stages of structure planning and masterplanning, through complex 
design and RMA consenting stages to detailed design and implementation. Our expert understanding of 
the land development process enables us to ‘hold the vision’ and deliver innovative design-led solutions 
on the ground. We are strong advocates of design-led urban intensification as the best way to achieve high 
quality urban environments that create inspiring places to live, work and play.
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Technical specifications for supplied files

High resolution PDF specifications
The following settings will ensure a print quality, high resolution PDF is created

Creating files Supply a PDF using Acrobat Distiller v5 or greater, saving as an unflattened 
v1.4 PDF or above. 
Ensure that your settings retain transparencies.
Please turn off crop marks and colour bars, and set bleed to zero

Images All images are to be saved as greyscale (black and white).
Resolution needs to be 300 dpi at 100% scale for best results.

Colours No colours are allowed (except black).

Fonts Fonts must either be opentype or postscript type. 
If truetype fonts are used, they MUST BE converted to outline, before PDFing. 
All fonts are to be embedded, including fonts in EPS files.

Advertising rates and size

Full-page  168mm wide x 238mm high $400 (plus GST)

Half-page  157.2mm wide x 116.8mm high  $300 (plus GST)

Quarter-page   76.5mm wide x 116.8mm high $200 (plus GST)

Eighth-page   76.5mm wide x 56.2mm high $100 (plus GST)

Please note
Every supplied file that comes in will be flight checked, but there is no guarantee all 
technical errors will be picked up. Files that are found to be incorrectly supplied will be 
referred back wherever possible, and the client will be given the opportunity to correct.

Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc. 
c/- 4 Shaw Way, Hillsborough, Auckland 1041 

tel: (09) 626-6068 
email: karol.helmink@rmla.org.nz 

web: www.rmla.org.nz

RMLA membership

The RMLA was formed in 1992 to provide a forum for all professionals and others interested in 
resource management and the environment. 

The objectives of the RMLA are to promote within New Zealand:
• An understanding of resource management law and its implementation in a multi-

disciplinary framework;
• Excellence in resource management policy and practice;
• Resource management practices which are legally sound, effective, and efficient and 

which produce high quality environmental outcomes.

RMLA membership forms may be downloaded from the RMLA website at www.rmla.org.nz.

Subscriptions are valid until 1 October and cost $155 ($77 for fulltime students) (GST inclusive). 
Subscriptions for members joining after 1 April are reduced to $77 ($38 for fulltime students). 

Please make cheques payable to the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand 
Inc. Any enquiries to Karol Helmink, email: karol.helmink@rmla.org.nz.

Published for the Resource Management Law Association by Thomson Reuters NZ Limited,  
L4 NEC House, 40 Taranaki Street, Wellington 6011, www.thomsonreuters.co.nz
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