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Tēnā koutou katoa 

Hello and a warm welcome to the Annual General Meeting of the Association for Resource 
Management practitioners, (“RMLA”).  I am pleased to present this annual report to you. 

This is my first year as President and, although challenging at times, I have enjoyed working 
with the National Committee and being part of that group. I wish to thank everyone involved 
in the RMLA for their contribution, particularly our members.  We are here to promote best 
practice in environmental policy and law and I’m proud to say that we’ve been doing that for 
26 years.  This is often perceived as a service to our members but it is a two-way street.  I am 
grateful that our members find our services useful and repeatedly participate in knowledge 
sharing and networking with others who work in the same area.

I was surprised to learn that this year is the first time that the RMLA has had an entirely 
female Executive Committee.  I am sincerely grateful to the other members of the Executive – 
Mary Hill as Secretary, and Kim Hardy as Treasurer.  The Executive manages all the day-to-day 
queries and decision-making for the RMLA.  We meet regularly and discuss the issues of the 
moment, including with strategically important organisations like the Ministry for the 
Environment and New Zealand Planning Institute.  The Executive has had to make some 
challenging decisions this year, so I have really appreciated their support.

I am also grateful to the rest of the Committee, including Rosemary Dixon, Jennifer Caldwell, 
Sally Gepp, Doug Fairgray, Sheena Tepania, Ben Farrell and Alan Webb.  They have all served 
our members and helped promote best practice in the implementation of environmental 
policy, planning and law, through education, debate and commentary.  I also acknowledge the 
same service from those on the Committee who have stood down this year or are not standing 
again next year, including Simon Berry, Andrea Rickard and Rosemary Dixon.  An 
announcement of the incoming Committee will be made shortly. 

The Quality Planning website is an outcome of work by the National Committee with key 
stakeholders over many years.  So it has been a delight that there has been a collective 
commitment to updating it.  And, as a result, I would like to thank to Rosemary Dixon and 
Lizzie Weissing for their extra efforts to support this endeavour.   

The Editorial Board continues to be led by RMLA General Editor Professor Jacinta Ruru, who 
produce our prestigious publication Resource Management Theory & Practice.  The Editorial 
Committee had a change of leader earlier this year when Jacinta stepped down and Bronwyn 
Carruthers kindly took on the role as Editor.  Thanks also must go to the dedicated Editorial 
Committee who work tirelessly to source and review articles for Resource Management 
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Journal.  These members are Claire Kirman, Quentin Davies, Clare Lenihan, Nicola Wheen,
Sally Gepp, Louise Trevena-Downing and Pip Walker – thank you all for your contribution.  Due 
to Rikki Stancich leaving RMLA earlier this year for new challenges, we now have Ross Holden 
to thank for producing our very informative weekly Newsbrief. 

Each year the Association appoints National Committee members to particular portfolios.  This 
year, our Legislation Committee (Sally Gepp, Doug Fairgray, Alan Webb) prepared and lodged 
submissions on the Mangrove Management Bill and the draft National Planning Standards. 

The Scholarship portfolio was convened by Andrea Rickard, Rosemary Dixon, Kim Hardy and 
Sheena Tepania.  So far this year we have not had many applications for our fund but we are 
hopeful to have more next year.   

The Road Show team (Kim Hardy, Mary Hill, Jennifer Caldwell and Doug Fairgray) have been 
busy with road shows.  We have chosen to make more of these available via live streaming, 
which has been positively received.  Presentations have included: 

• The Jeremy Rifkin documentary; and

• Hon David Parker’s presentation

• The Tony Hearn QC Lecture

• The Salmon Lecture; and

• The case law road show, which is taking place later this year in November

RMLA is extremely grateful to all these presenters for the huge time and commitment they 
have given to the benefit of our members.  We have also supported the Ministry for the 
Environment in rolling out workshops on the National Planning Standards.  

Our Awards Committee, led again this year by Andrea Rickard and assisted by Rosemary Dixon, 
Kim Hardy and Sheena Tepania, has been very busy considering the nominations for the 2018 
awards, the results of which will be made known tonight. 

Sally Gepp took the lead to refresh and reinvigorate what was RMLA’s Special Interest Groups, 
and are now known as Knowledge Hubs.  A wide range of hubs have been identified and 
leaders confirmed for almost all of them.  As with all voluntary organisations, these Knowledge 
Hubs rely on member input.  The more we put into them, the more we will get out of them.  I 
hope the Hubs will be involved in any environmental systems review undertaken 
by the Government, contributors to RMLA submissions on relevant topics and 
promoters of excellence and debate in these areas.  I hope they, together with 
our regional committees and Young RMLA committees, will help increase the level 
and quality of communication amongst our membership.  I trust most of you 
enjoyed yesterday’s workshop and I look forward to the energy from these Hubs helping 
promote best practice. 

Our regional committees are the lifeblood of our organisation.  I would like to acknowledge 
all of our Regional Chairs and their committees for organising local functions and seminars in 
their areas, and for all the hard work that they have put into serving the Association’s 
members over the past 12 months.  I am grateful for their support and their willingness to 
work with the National Committee (particularly Mary Hill and Kim Hardy) to serve our 
membership in promoting good practice also.  Our Chairs this year were: 

Auckland - Sharon Dines / Jill Gregory jointly
Northland Julian Dawson
Waikato - Phil Lang
Bay of Plenty - Paula Golsby
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Wellington Kierra Krumdieck for most of the year, and 
taken over more recently by Julia White and 
Kerry Anderson jointly 

Taranaki - Sarah Ongley
Hawke’s Bay Scott Smith
Nelson/Marlborough - Andrea Halloran
Canterbury - Jenna Silcock
Otago/Southland - Rachel Brooking
Central Otago/Queenstown - Alice Balme

Each Regional Chair will shortly be presenting a report to this meeting on each region’s 
activities for the past year. 

I would like to thank the Conference Committee for their tireless work in bringing us this 
conference to Wellington this year.  I know how demanding preparing a conference of this 
caliber is, so congratulations to you all for a job well done.  And none of this would be possible 
without Conference Innovators and in particular Rachel Cook, for their ever professional and 
dedicated effort they put in to ensure the success of our conference. 

Next year’s conference is being held in Christchurch from 19-20 September.  There will be a 
change in format – it will be held over a two working day period.  More details will be 
announced at the dinner this evening.   

Finally, special mentions must go to Karol Helmink, our Executive Officer who efficiently helps 
us deliver on all of our tasks and does that with a smile, and Sandra Millar who assists our 
Treasurer in keeping track of the Association’s finances – not an easy job, I assure you! 

Ngā mihi nui 

Rachel Devine 
RMLA President 


