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After a reasonably hectic 2017 organising the annual conference, 2018 saw the return to normality for 

the Auckland branch.  

We started 2018 with a co-hosted event, the screening of the Jeremy Rifkin documentary “The Third 

Industrial Revolution: A Radical New Sharing Economy”.  In a first for the Auckland branch this event 

was co-hosted with the Sustainable Business Network and Generation Zero.  We look forward to 

hopefully working with these organisations in the future, to continue to provide members with a 

broader range of views to consider.  

The Auckland branch also live streamed the Minister Parker event from Wellington, bringing members 

together to network, and numerous members attended the MfE run workshops on the draft National 

Planning Standards. 

We organised a very special memorial to the late Alan Bradbourne, allowing members who knew Alan 

to come together and remember him and the significant contribution he made to our profession.  We 

thank Alan’s family for allowing us the opportunity to organise this event. 

The highlight of 2018 was the Salmon Lecture in July delivered by Associate Professor Ceri Warnock 

from the University of Otago.  Ceri’s lecture “Environment and the Law: The normative force of 

context” explored the relationship between our underlying legal principles (such as the rule of law) 

and the Environment Court.  Ceri’s lecture gave many of us an opportunity to reflect on, what we often 

take for granted, the unique role of the Environment Court in New Zealand as compared to other 

jurisdictions.  Ceri’s lecture will be published in next year’s Resource Management Theory & Practice.  

Young RMLA in Auckland has had an amazing year, organising a number of events on a range of topics.  

Attendances at these events are consistently higher than 50 and are offering fantastic opportunities 

for our younger members to meet each other and people from the wider profession.  Following RMA 

Speak and an event on council hearings, the biggest success was the mock cross examination 

competition, gaining glowing feedback from participants, their organisations and the Environment 

Court.  A bigger and better version is being planned for next year.  Special thanks to the members of 

our Young RMLA committee led by Louise Trevena-Downing: Nicola de Wit, Jade Magrath, Cameron 

Sunde, David Owen, Waiata Bell, Alex Devine, Rachel Ward and Todd Elder. 

As we look towards the end of the year, we have two further events before our Christmas Party.  Look 

out for invitations to Bronwyn Carruthers Case Law Update and a presentation from Auckland 

Transport on the RLTP.  

We would like to thank Karol Helmink for her relentless dedication to the Auckland branch.  To our 

team: Rob O’Connor, Mike Doesburg, Stuart Houghton, Philip Comer, Natasha Garvan, Hannah 

Edwards and Louise Trevena-Downing thank you for your ideas and comradeship and we look forward 

to 2019.   

Jill Gregory and Sharon Dines 


